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(11-July) ~ The sprint wars plot thickened and Abraham Chebii solidified his claim as
the world’s top 5000m racer amidst seven world-leading performances on a still, cloudless
and warm evening at the Peroni Golden Gala Golden League Meeting before 32,000 fans
at Rome’s Stadio Olimpico.

It was the second consecutive 5000m win for the 23-
year-old Kenyan over world record holder Haile Gebrselassie,
but this weekend his kick proved too much for the young
Kenenisa Bekele as well, as he prevailed in 12:57.14.

“The last 200

As he did in Paris last Friday, Gebrselassie tried to take meters | could
the kick out of his challengers when he forged ahead with a not do
lap-and-a-half to go, but he couldn’t shake Bekele, his heir anything. Yes, |

apparent, or Chebii. The younger Ethiopian appeared to
be on his way to victory as he moved ahead entering the
homestretch, but Chebii furiously followed, and passed the

wanted [Bekele]
to win. We are

two-time double world cross country champion in the final friends and 1

25 meters. Bekele was two tenths of a second back, with am happy when

Gebrselassie third in 13:00.32. he wins.”
“I feel really good, man,” said a beaming Chebii, who

apparently outsmarted Gebrselassie’s attempt at giving Bekele ~ Haile

the win. “I know that he wanted Kenenisa to win the race. Gebrselassie

When we were approaching the last 150 meters,” Chebii
recounted, “he tried to go outside for Kenenisa to go through
on the [inside lane]. The plan I think he had was that maybe
when Kenenisa [went] through on the inside lane, then he
would try to close again so that I would use the longer route.
But I penetrated through with Kenenisa and we sprinted together.”

While Gebrselassie didn’t precisely spell out his late race strategy, he did confirm Chebii’s
appraisal.

“The last 200 meters I could not do anything,” Gebrselassie conceded. “Yes, I wanted
him to win. We are friends and I am happy when he wins.”

The strategy almost worked, as the Kenyan appeared to be laboring as he entered the
homestretch. “I thought I was going to die in the last 50 meters,” he said. “But I [told] myself,
‘If these guys can manage, then why not me!”

Next up for Chebii is a brief break to prepare for the Kenyan Championships. “After
this one, I need some rest. My most difficult race is coming up next. There might be someone
new coming to surprise us. There are so many good runners at the moment.”

With a dominating start-to-finish win in the 100m, Chandra Sturrup not only re-
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mained alive in the hunt for the Golden League jackpot, but is also beginning to emerge as
an early season favorite for gold in Paris.

“I've been confident in all my races,” said Sturrup, whose 10.89 was her second fastest
clocking ever. “It was a good race, but not perfect. I know I had a good start but it didn’t feel
[that fast]. We were working on a few things in practice this week and I think I attended to
what we did in practice.” Not in the least bit surprised with her sub-10.90, the 31-year-old
Bahamian did express some surprise that it came so early. “I didn’t expect to run 10.89 at
the beginning of the season.” But the season is far from over, and even after five consecutive
100m wins, the 2001 60m world indoor champion is not taking anything for granted.

“I am not underestimating anybody in the competition. I know that on a good day

anyone can medal in the championships.”

Kelli White gained some ground in the latter part of the
race to finish second in 10.99.

“Tam pleased Torri Edwards, who lowered her PB to 11.05 with her
with how well it third place finish in the 100, was even better in the 200,
went, but after winning by nearly four tenths of a second while improving

ino | her PB in the longer sprint to 22.28, a massive improvement
running longer

. . from her previous best of 22.45 from last months US cham-
distances it was

) pionships.
difficult to find Jana Pittman bounced back from last weekend’s disap-
the right pointing third place finish in Paris with a world1eading 53.62
rhvthm.” in the 400m hurdles.

’ I can’t explain why [ walked last week,” said the 20-year-
~ 1500m winner old Commonwealth Games champion after she knocked
Hicham El 14 one-hundredths from her PB. “I've been training so well,
Guerrouj and [ know that I'm in shape. I know I'm ready to run [sub-

53 seconds].” The young Aussie said a 400m race is next on
her agenda, she said, “because I really have to start running
sub-50 to really get my times down. But tonight, I felt great.
I’'m not tired. I could have still done another hurdle.”

For the second time in four days, Natasha Danvers of Great Britain lowered her best,
this time to 54.02, to finish second.

Returning to the site of two of his world records runs, Hicham El Guerrouj ran to a
3:29.76 world leader in his seasonal debut in the 1500m. It was the typical scripted perfor-
mance for the Moroccan, who followed pacers Paul Korir and David Kiptoo until taking
over with about 300m to go.

“It was a bit tough because it was my first 1500m race of the season,” said the three-time
world champion after his 29th sub-3:30 clocking. “I am pleased with how well it went, but
after running longer distances it was difficult to find the right rhythm.” El Guerrouj, who
won the 3000m in Torino (06-June) before finishing second in his senior debut over
5000m in Ostrava (12June), will race sparingly as the season approaches the world cham-
pionships. After another 1500m in Gateshead, El Guerrouj will make an assault on his
mile world record in Zurich’s Weltklasse meet in mid August when he returns to Europe
after another stint of high altitude training at home.
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“After [Gateshead] I need to practice with my speed because the 1500m is the main
distance in the World Championships. I will run the 5000m too, but that is going to be the
bonus.”

Benjamin Kipkirui was second in 3:32.59, with Spaniard Reyes Estevez third in 3:32:86.

The men’s 100m was a very even race, with John Capel edging Bernard Williams at the
tape to win in 10.04 to the US champion’s 10.06.

“To beat Maurice Greene and Bernard Williams, it was enormous,” said a delighted
Capel. “It got me all bubbly inside. I haven’t felt like this in a
long time. It feels like the two-year break didn’t hurt me very
much. But I still got to get a better rhythm in the 100 if I
want to compete with these guys.”

After “some early race problems,” Greene managed to
edge Dwain Chambers for third. Both clocked 10.09.

“I'm a little disappointed. The start didn’t go as planned.

“To beat Maurice
Greene and

At the end I felt like I was coming on strong but [Capel and Bernard
Williams] were out there. They ran a great race today.” Williams, it was

Williams followed up his close defeat with a narrow win enormous. It got
of his own in the 200m, edging Shawn Crawford by one me all bubbly

one-hundredth of a second in a world leading 20.01.

“It went Okay,” said Williams, who equaled his PB from
2001. “I wanted to win the 200 because I lost the 100, so
that helped me with some fire. 'm not really surprised [with

inside.”

-~ 100m winner
John Capel

the time]. I was just going for the win. I knew I could run that
kind of time, I just didn’t know it would be this early.”
But it is the 100m that remains Williams favorite event.

“It’s got that title, world’s fastest man.” And, after a pause,
the part-time stand up comic added, “It pays a lot of money.”

With his 10.09 win in the “B” race. Justin Gatlin finally got the opportunity to display
his promise as he outleaned Jamaican Asafa Powell to win by a mere one one-hundredth of
asecond.

Gatlin was second to last out of the blocks, but was even with Powell by the race’s
midpoint, and managed to eek out the win despite an admitted weakness in the latter part
of his race.

“I still got a little rust,” said the 21year-old who left the University of Tennessee last fall
to pursue the pro circuit. “I'm still managing my injury, and I'm coming along good. I'm at
probably about 95 percent. I just need to get a little stronger in the last part of the race.”

Gatlin said he was disappointed with his poor showing at last month’s US champion-
ships, where he failed to make the final in the 100m, but now just chalks it up to experience.

“It was a wake up call for me. 'm young, [ have a lot of years ahead of me. A lot of the
guys out there are 25, 27, pushing 30. 'm still 21. T have a long career ahead of me, but I
don’t want to be too patient. I just have to get out there and run.”

The homestretch of the women’s 1500m briefly resembled a roller derby match when
quickkicking Olga Yegorova, beginning her full throttle kick on the inside, was shoved hard
off the track by fellow Russian Yekaterina Rozenberg. The reigning 5000m world cham-
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pion wasn’t particularly fazed and won anyway, in a world-leading 4:01.00.

Laughing, she said of the push, “She say, ‘excuse me,” and I say, ‘no.” So she pushed.”

Yegorova was initially slated to run the 5000m, but switched to the shorter distance
earlier in the week. “I think the 1500m is a better event for me,” but added that she’s leaning
towards the longer race for the World Championships.

Suzy Favor Hamilton, along with Russian Natalya Gorelova, followed the rabbits
closely from the outset, until the US championships runner-up took the lead with about
500m to go. There was a lot of fighting for position as the field entered the homestretch,
with Natalia Rodriquez, the winner in the Paris Golden League last week, sneaking by the
American to finish second in a PB 4:01.30. Favor Hamilton held on for third (4:01.69),
with Briton Kelly Holmes fourth in 4:01.96.

“It’s pretty good for my first race over [in Europe],”

Favor Hamilton said. “Obviously, you want to win every
race, so that kind of sucked, but otherwise I'm pretty
happy and looking forward to what I can do down the

“T'd really like to
see what would
happen if [Maria
Mutola] were to
decide to take the
lead in a race just
once.” But, she

road. I'm right on schedule to peak in August.”

Favor Hamilton is eagerly awaiting her next race at
next weekend’s Madrid Super Grand Prix to prepare for
the world championships with “real” racing experience.

“It’s good practice for worlds,” she said. “I'm not used
to racing like this. In the States it’s so slow. So when you
come over here it’s a shock to your body. So I'm glad I

quickly conceded, have time to get used to it. Your body remembers and can
“Right now, the get back into the rhythm of going quicker and quicker.”
outcome would In the women’s 800m, Maria Mutola won her 12th
bably still b consecutive race in 1:57.21, running down chief rival
probably S”tl € Jolanda Ceplak in the final 35 meters.
the same. “It’s getting harder to win these races,” said Mutola,
-800m who races again on Sunday( ‘at the Norwich Union Super
runner-up Grand Prix in Gateshead. “Jolanda ran a good race, and

so did Stephanie [Graf]. They are coming. I expect very
Jolanda Ceplak difficult races, especially in Paris.”
Ceplak, the world indoor record holder from

Slovenia, was the only one to follow pacesetter Alice

Nwosu from the gun. Austrian Stefi Graf, who is still on
the comeback trail after undergoing surgery last year to remove a benign tumor, tucked
herself in behind Ceplak as they reached the bell, with Mutola moving up from sixth to
third. The order remained the same as they came off the final turn, until the the seven-time
world champion passed a slowing Graf 75 meters out, and eventually caught Ceplak to win
by a stride. Ceplak, who clocked a season’s best 1:57.44 for second, was pleased that she’s
apparently narrowing the gap on Mutola, but was nonetheless frustrated by yet another
fruitless attempt at figuring out a way to beat her arch rival.

After the race, Ceplak, who decided today against running in Gateshead on Sunday,
borrowed a line from the Suzy Favor Hamilton - Regina Jacobs post-race script book. “I'd
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really like to see what would happen if she were to decide to take the lead in a race just once.”
But, she quickly conceded, “Right now, the outcome would probably still be the same.”

Moroccan Mina Ait Hammou continued to improve, and finished third in a PB 1:57.82,
17 one-hundredths of a second ahead of Graf.

South Africans Mbulaeni Mulaudzi (1:44.00) and Hezekiel Sepeng (1:44.21) finished
1-2 in the men’s 800m with American David Krummenacker a distant seventh in 1:44.88,
while Ethiopian Meseret Defar held off Gabriela Szabo’s late charge to win the 5000m in
a PB 14:40.34. Szabo was second in 14:41.35. Five of the first seven were Ethiopians.

Allen Johnson followed up his sterling 12.97 from last weekend with a dominant 13.08
victory in the high hurdles, despite a rough going over the first several barriers.

“The first couple hurdles were really bad, but I was happy [ was able to recover and still
run 13.08,” said the reigning world champion. “Paris was really smooth start-to-finish,
while this one was really choppy.”

Johnson reiterated that the world record, the only item missing from his resume, is not
a focus. “Honestly, right now, 'm not thinking about the world record. I'm just trying to
run faster and faster each race. Hopefully, I'll keep doing that, then by the end of the season
there will be a world record. I just think that as I get more races, I'll get sharper ad the time
will come.”

Liu Xiang (13.20) of China outleaned Duane Ross (13.24) for second.

With a comfortable 44.42 win, Tyree Washington continued his unbeaten streak in the
400m, in spite of some stomach problems.

“I'wasn’t feeling good,” said the world indoor champion. “I have a problem with my
stomach and I felt tired. Maybe it was something I ate. Considering that, I had a pretty good
race.”

Elsewhere, Felix Sanchez notched his 21st consecutive win over the full-lap hurdles
(48.15), while South African Jacques Freitag cleared a world-leading 2.35m (7-8 ¥2) in the
high jump and Frenchman Romain Mesnil jumped a 5.92m (19-5 ¥4) world leader in the
pole vault. Giuseppe Gibilisco thrilled the crowd with his 5.82m (19-1 ¥4) national record
to finish second. It was a 12cm (4 ¥4 inches) improvement for the unheralded 24-year-old
from Formia.

Yamile Aldama continued her hot triple jumping, climbing to the No. 3 all-time spot
with her 15.29m (50-2) world-leader, adding 18 cm (7 inches) to her previous best. 2001
world champion Tatyana Lebedeva, the previous world leader with 15.11m (49-7), was a
distant second with a 14.86m (48-9) leap.

Jamaican Elva Goulbourne (6.71m / 22- ¥%4) won a duel with Russian Tatyana Kotova
(6.63m / 21.9) in the long jump, while reigning world champion Hestrie Cloete cleared two
meters (6-0 ¥4) for the second time this week, to win the high jump.
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